PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
FORUM

¢ ECSPM

VA?. European Civil Society Platform
7%

Linguistic mediation
for higher education
language instructors
and students




..).?.

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Mediation across different languages and within the same language has been
gaining growing attention recently in language education circles, partly because
it is included in the Council of Europe’s CEFR Companion Volume.

Most importantly, it is increasingly understood as important social practice
in today’s world of digital technology, where there is an increased rate of
knowledge acquisition and exchange of information important for economic,
political, educational and cultural activities across national, linguistic and
cultural borders. In such an environment, the ability to mediate is crucial.

Though as language users we all mediate in our home and social environment,
the ability to mediate can be cultivated further in educational contexts, both as
a means of developing learners’ plurilingual competence and as a means of
facilitating the learning process itsellf.

This event aims at raising university instructors’ awareness about how they can
use mediation in their classes but also beyond - as people learn to negotiate
meanings, differences, conflicts.

Bessie Dendrinos
ECSPM President
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Tuesday, 4 February 2025

15:00-15:15 * Welcome message Zoia Kornieva, Dean of the Faculty
of Linguistics of the Kyiv Polytechnic

15:15-15:30  Introduction to the Forum Bessie Dendrinos, ECSPM President
15:30-15:45 The concept of mediation and agency Enrica Piccardo, speaker
15:45-16:15  Learners’ Perspectives on Giacomo Folinazzo, speaker

Mediation-based Language Education

Wednesday, 5 February 2025

12.00-12:15  Previous day's overview Iryna Simova, local host

12:15-12:45  Developing mediation skills at university Johann Fischer, speaker
language centres

13:15-13:45  Mediation for Engineering and Maria Stathopoulou, speaker
Architectural university students

14:15-15:45  How and why university students Bessie Dendrinos, speaker
linguistically mediate with each other.
Findings from a Case Study

* The programme shows Eastern European Time (EET) which is one hour later than Central European Time (CET).
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SPEAKERS AND ORGANISERS

ECSPM

(https://ecspm.org/)

A leading European social and academic platform making it possible to share of ideas, policies, research, and good

practices with stakeholders across Europe. It collectively advocates actions which aim to ensure that all languages spoken

in Europe (national, regional, minority and migrant languages) are seen as assets that need to be supported, promoted

and protected. It is structured as an umbrella organisation for 22 European academic/university centres, researching and
supporting bi-/multilingualism in education, 4 European and international networks for the teaching, learning and testing

of languages, 4 European networks for the promotion and support of European national, regional and minority languages
and 2 associations related to the arts. ECSPM is also in partnership with ECML and a number of other institutions, working for
greater linguistic justice and language equality, driving for change in attitudes towards languages and the monolingual ethos
of communication in society and in its institutions - especially education. ECSPM members and partners represent more than
200 institutions which reach out to thousands of beneficiaries.

THE HOSTS

From the National Technical University of Ukraine “lgor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute”

e  Professor Zoia Kornieva: Dean of the Faculty of Linguistics, Doctor of Pedagogy, Professor at the Department of Theory,
Practice and Translation of English.

e Professor Yuliana Lavrysh, Doctor of Science in Education, Head of the Department of English for Engineering, Faculty of
Linguistics.

e Professor Iryna Simkova, Professor, Doctor of Science in Education, Head of the Department of English for Humanities,
Faculty of Linguistics.

THE SPEAKERS

e Enrica Piccardo: Professor of Applied Linguistics and Language Education at OISE, University of Toronto. A collaborator
with the Council of Europe since 2008, she co-authored the 2020 CEFR Companion Volume (CEFRCV). Her research
spans language teaching approaches and curricula, plurilingualism, creativity and complexity in language education.
Among her extensive list of publications, in different languages, is The Routledge Handbook of Plurilingual Language
Education (Routledge 2022).

e Giacomo Folinazzo: Professor and the Head of the Centre for Research in Education at Niagara College in the School of
English Language Studies, he holds a PhD in Language and Literacies Education from OISE, University of Toronto. He
has taught languages across Canada, Italy and Japan and lectured on a diverse range of subjects, including language,
culture, communication, second language learning and TESL at various post-secondary institutions.

e Johann Fischer: Director of ZESS (Centre for Languages and Transferable Skills) at Georg-August-Universitat Gottingen.
Head of the Scientific Committee of UNIcert, member of the Board of the German association of university language
centres, he has coordinated European Commission and ECML projects. His research and publications are on the
implementation of the CEFR, task-based teaching and assessment, staff development and change management.

e Maria Stathopoulou: Adjunct Lecturer at the National Technical University of Athens, she is a member of the English team
preparing the national foreign language exams in Greece and of the authoring team for the mediation descriptors of
the CEFRCV (2014-2017). She is also coordinator of the ECML project “"Mediation in Teaching, Learning and Assessment”
(2020-2023). She has published extensively on linguistic mediation.

e Bessie Dendrinos: Professor Emerita and Director of the Research Institute for Multilingualism and Language Policy,
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens. Chair of the Central Board for the state foreign language exams in Greece
and president of the European Civil Society Platform for Multilingualism, home to the Cluster of University Research Units
on Multilingualism. Among her wide-ranging publications, in different languages, is her latest edited volume on Mediation
as Negotiation of Meanings, Plurilingualism and Language Education (Routledge 2024).



Conference Proceedings
Submission Requirements

All participants are encouraged to
submit a structured abstract relevant to
the conference topics. Accepted and
registered abstracts will be published
online in the Conference Proceedings.
Submissions will undergo a plagiarism
check, adhering to our strict anti-
plagiarism policies.

Abstract Structure:
Submissions must follow the
prescribed structure, consisting of:

1. Introduction
2. Methods
3. Results
4. Conclusion

Submission Details:

« All abstracts must be submitted
via the online Submission
System available on the
conference website.

« Abstracts should be in RTF or
DOC (2003-2010) file format.

Formatting Requirements:

« Document Format: A4 size,
prepared in Microsoft Word.

« Font: Times New Roman, size
14,

« Line Spacing: Single (1.0).

« Margins: 2 cm on all sides.

« Paragraph Indentation: 1.25
cm.

Figures and Tables:

All figures, charts, diagrams, and
tables must be in black and white and
formatted with "Text Wrapping:
Around Frame." Only relevant visuals

directly supporting the abstract's
content will be accepted. Irrelevant
visuals (e.g., photographs of
individuals) will be removed.

Abstract Layout:

1. Title of the Abstract:
Centered, bold, uppercase
letters.

2. Author Name(s): Centered,
bold, italic.

3. Institution Name: Centered,
italic, including the full name
of the faculty and higher
education institution.

4. Keywords: 3-5 keywords,
listed on a new line.

5. Abstract Text: 1-2 full pages,
adhering to the structure:
Introduction, Objectives,
Methods, Results, Conclusion.

6. Include a reference list titled
References: at the end of the
abstract, formatted according to
APA guidelines.

Submission Deadline:
The final date for abstract submission
is February 4, 2025.

Conference contacts:

E-mail:
kpiconference2019@gmail.com
Conference site: http://conf.fl.kpi.ua

Registration:
https://forms.gle/44kwvceXXmEPVKEmM9



https://forms.gle/44kwvceXXmEPVkEm9

